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Abstract

In this paper, the role and importance of qualitative research in
management accounting will be studied. Emphasizing on Philosophical
fundamentals of qualitative research, the theoretical pronouncements,
methodological literature and some illustrative field studies in
management accounting would be discussed. With a panorama view of the
field research and propounding the various perspectives (textbook,
economic and consultative), this paper shows that how management
accounting has been improved and developed by qualitative research.
Furthermore, the four qualitative research paradigms include the
positivism, realism, critical and constructivism as well as qualitative
research types such as descriptive, illustrative, experimental, exploratory
and explanatory and some of related samples have been indicated. In
management accounting, qualitative researches will be done by the field
study of various scopes and through repetition of theory and data, then, the
results would be extracted and interpreted. The paper also specifies some
of the problems and pitfalls in qualitative studies.
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